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The 1947 Partition of India is the backdrop for this powerful novel, narrated by a precocious child

who describes the brutal transition with chilling veracity. Young Lenny Sethi is kept out of school

because she suffers from polio. She spends her days with Ayah, her beautiful nanny, visiting with

the large group of admirers that Ayah draws. It is in the company of these working class characters

that Lenny learns about religious differences, religious intolerance, and the blossoming genocidal

strife on the eve of Partition. As she matures, Lenny begins to identify the differences between the

Hindus, Moslems, and Sikhs engaging in political arguments all around her. Lenny enjoys a happy,

privileged life in Lahore, but the kidnapping of her beloved Ayah signals a dramatic change. Soon

Lennyâ€™s world erupts in religious, ethnic, and racial violence. By turns hilarious and

heartbreaking, the domestic drama serves as a microcosm for a profound political upheaval.
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Wrenched from the security of the familiar, a young girl gleans intimate knowledge of the nature of

betrayal. As a cosseted child, Lenny's short life is defined by the affection of family, friends and her

beloved Ayah. As most children who have the blessing of regularity in their lives and know the

indulgence of boredom, Lenny is on an intimate terms with mundane household affairs and



neighborhood gossip, her extended family ever available for entertainment and amusing

peccadilloes. The family's simple life changes forever with the Partition of India in 1947 and the

creation of Pakistan for Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs remaining in the state of India. As citizens of the

newly formed Pakistan, this family's everyday reality begins to shift with the changing times,

threatening to destroy a child's security and trust forever.In Lahore, a city that has welcomed

differences and encouraged variety, Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus have mixed without incident. After

the Partition, the dangers of alliance permanently stamp the mark of change and entire families

begin to disappear overnight. In agonizing stages, Sidwha relates this tragic account through

Lenny's eyes. And it is that vision, with glimpses of violence flashing around the periphery, that

ultimately alerts Lenny to the shape of the future. The juxtaposition of family life and national chaos

outlines an insider's interpretation of daily routine and a whole country spinning out of control.

Peopled with eccentric characters and quirky personalities, one of the most romantic and beloved is

Lenny's beautiful and desirable Ayah. Ultimately, the abrupt disappearance of that Ayah, who has

been kidnapped by nefarious characters, is central to the theme of this carefully wrought tale.
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